U of L Children’s Choir and Youth Singers

Newsletter

November 2008
Hello Singers and Parents,

This is our first newsletter of the year and I am excited to tell you that both groups are coming along really well, making lovely music and having a great time.   Each month, I will send you this newsletter to keep you informed of what is happening for both of our groups.  Here goes …

December Concerts
As the month ahead will be busy for all of us, I want to give you some advance notification of our concerts.   Please note beside the date whether or not one or both choirs are singing at specific performances.


Sunday, November 9th

Youth Singers only


2 pm (arrive by 1:15)


Fritz Sick Memorial Center (500 11th street south)


special guests of the Lethbridge Community Silver Band’s annual Remembrance Day concert



Thursday, December 11th 
both choirs

7pm

Southminster United Church

“Singing for our Soup (Kitchen)


special guests on a concert with David Mikuliak and Sheldon Arvay to raise money for the Lethbridge Soup 
Kitchen 



Sunday, December 14th

both choirs

7 pm

Immanuel Lutheran Church


Our main Christmas concert (I realize it is a Sunday evening, but it was the only time we could get the venue 
and occurs at the best time to avoid conflict with weeknight school concerts)




Tuesday, December 23rd
Youth Singers only

12:00 pm

Banquet rooms in the basement of the Keg (formerly Sven Erickson’s restaurant)


Special guests at the Kiwanis Club of Lethbridge’s Christmas luncheon.  Our performance will be about 15 
minutes long.

As with all of our concerts, I understand that there are occasions when children cannot make it.  I ask that you let me know if you cannot as soon as possible, because every voice counts in our group.  When voices are missing, we need to move others around to correct balance and blend.
T-shirts
Our uniform consists of a distinctive, fun and affordable red t-shirt with the word SING emblazoned across the front, black bottoms (skirts for girls, pants for boys) and black shoes.  Last week I sent an email to everyone requesting your size preference.  Youth Singers t-shirts have been ordered, but I am still waiting to hear from quite a few Children’s Choir parents.

If you haven’t ordered your shirt yet, please contact me (matkka@uleth.ca or 328.1783) as soon as possible to order your child’s shirt in time for our concert.

If for some reason the size you estimate doesn’t work out for you child, we can reorder them.

Website and Newsletter
In an effort to reduce my own carbon footprint as well as that of the choirs’, I am really endeavoring to cut down on the amount of paper that I send home.  Whenever possible, I would like to communicate information to you electronically without the benefit of a photocopier.  

To that end, we have our own website called www.musicalive.ca that is a tool for you to:

· retrieve and download your music files

· check the monthly calendar

· stay informed of what is happening with our groups

Please visit the website and add your email address so that you will automatically receive a newsletter as soon as it’s posted.  You can also take a look around and check out the calendar, photos, etc.  I would like to start a blog, but I haven’t figured it out yet!

If you are permitted to be on facebook, a former member has also started a group called “I’ve Been in the U of L Youth Singers http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=19380565328
We also desperately need a new group photo.  Anyone really good with a camera that would be willing to do this for us?

That’s all for now.  I am happy to answer your questions or address your concerns if you have them.  Please contact me at your convenience.  Just so you know, email is probably the best way of getting in touch with me.

I have always been very blessed by the support shown by both singers and parents in these groups.  I thank you in advance for your encouragement, shuffling schedules to make things work and for supporting your children in their musical endeavors.  In the end, that is what matters the most.

Musically yours,

Kathy Matkin-Clapton

